[A critical review of the problem of children at audiological and phoniatric risk in the first year of life].
The "M. L. Marenzi" Centre of Infantile Otophoniatrics, in collaboration with the Department of Neonatal Pathology of the Fatebenefratelli Hospital in Milan, performed longitudinal controls of an audiological and phoniatric type in 252 children. In the present study attention is focused in particular on audiological evaluations made in a group of 71 infants aged from 6-9 months old. During audiological tests the evaluation of auditory capacity and the type of response to acoustic stimulus were taken into account. The behavioural observation of selective attention to sound is a very important index of the maturity of sensorial patterns. The retarded development of response to an acoustic stimulus may indicate future communication disorders. The type of response to acoustic stimulus obtained in 71 infants were compared with those in a further two groups of children: the first comprised 3822 children with no audiological risk, and the second 3755 children at audiological risk according to Feinmeser and Telly's expanded list. This comparison highlighted a significant persistence of an archaic-type response in the group of infants from the Department of Neonatal Pathology. It is therefore essential that these children are examined further from a phoniatric point of view.